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Physician Compare Downloadable Databases - Data Dictionary

This data dictionary describes the four downloadable data files available for Physician Compare. They include one file of 
demographic data describing individual physicians and other clinicians and three files of individual clinician and group performance 
rates on multiple CMS quality measures.

Table of Contents

Physiciandemo

The Physician Compare downloadable file is organized at the individual eligible professional level; 
each line is unique at the professional/enrollment record/group/address level. Clinicians with 
multiple Medicare enrollment records and/or single enrollments linking to multiple practice 
locations are listed on multiple lines.

EP-PQRS-QCDR

Physician Quality Reporting System (PQRS) and non-PQRS Qualified Clinical Data Registry (QCDR) 
measure performance rates reported by clinicians.

GRP-PQRS

Physician Quality Reporting System (PQRS) measure performance rates reported by groups.

GRP-CAHPS

Consumer Assessment of Healthcare Providers and Systems (CAHPS) for PQRS measure 
performance rates reported by groups.
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Physician Compare National Downloadable File

The Physician Compare downloadable file is organized at the individual eligible professional level; each line is unique at the 
professional/enrollment record/group/address level. Clinicians with multiple Medicare enrollment records and/or single enrollments linking to 
multiple practice locations are listed on multiple lines.

Variable Label Variable Description Length Values

NPI NPI Unique clinician ID assigned by NPPES 10 digits
Ind_PAC_ID PAC ID Unique individual clinician ID assigned by PECOS 10 digits
Ind_enrl_ID Clinician Enrollment ID Unique ID for the clinician enrollment that is the source 

for the data in the observation
15 digits

lst_nm Last Name Individual clinician last name 35 string
frst_nm First Name Individual clinician first name 25 string
mid_nm Middle Name Individual clinician middle name 25 string
suff Suffix Individual clinician suffix 10 string
gndr Gender Individual clinician gender 1 M/F/U
Medical Credentials
Cred Credential Medical credential such as MD, DO, DPM, etc. 3 string
Med_sch Medical school name Individual clinician's medical school 100 string
Grd_yr Graduation year Individual clinician's medical school graduation year 4 digits
Pri_spec Primary specialty Primary medical specialty reported by the individual 

clinician in the selected enrollment 
50 string

Sec_spec_1 Secondary specialty 1 First secondary medical specialty reported by the 
individual clinician in the selected enrollment 

50 string

Sec_spec_2 Secondary specialty 2 Second secondary medical specialty reported by the 
individual clinician in the selected enrollment 

50 string

Sec_spec_3 Secondary specialty 3 Third secondary medical specialty reported by the 
individual clinician in the selected enrollment 

50 string

Sec_spec_4 Secondary specialty 4 Fourth secondary medical specialty reported by the 
individual clinician in the selected enrollment 

50 string

Professional Identification
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Variable Label Variable Description Length Values
Sec_spec_all All secondary specialties All four secondary specialties reported by the individual 

clinician in the selected enrollment, separated by 
commas

200 string

Medical Practice
Org_nm Organization legal name Legal name of the group that the individual clinician 

works with- will be blank if the address is not linked to a 
group

70 string

Org_PAC_ID Group PAC ID Unique group ID assigned by PECOS to the group that the 
individual clinician works with- will be blank if the 
address is not linked to a group

10 string

num_org_mem Number of Group members Total number of individual clinicians affiliated with the 
group based on Group Practice PAC ID

4 numeric

adr_ln_1 Line 1 Street Address Group or individual's line 1 address 55 string
adr_ln_2 Line 2 Street Address Group or individual's line 2 address 55 string
ln_2_sprs Marker of address line 2 

suppression
Marker that address as reported may be incomplete 1 Y/blank

cty City Group or individual's city 30 string
st State Group or individual's state 2 string
zip Zip Code Group or individual's zip code (9 digits when available) 9 digits
phn_numbr Phone Number Phone number is listed only when there is a single phone 

number available for the address
20 string

hosp_afl_1 Hospital affiliation CCN 1 Medicare CCN of hospital where individual clinician 
provides service

6 digits

hosp_afl_lbn_1 Hospital affiliation LBN 1 Legal business name of hospital where individual clinician 
provides service

70 string

hosp_afl_2 Hospital affiliation CCN 2 Medicare CCN of hospital where individual clinician 
provides service

6 digits

hosp_afl_lbn_2 Hospital affiliation LBN 2 Legal business name of hospital where individual clinician 
provides service

70 string

hosp_afl_3 Hospital affiliation CCN 3 Medicare CCN of hospital where individual clinician 
provides service

6 digits

hosp_afl_lbn_3 Hospital affiliation LBN 3 Legal business name of hospital where individual clinician 
provides service

70 string
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Variable Label Variable Description Length Values
hosp_afl_4 Hospital affiliation CCN 4 Medicare CCN of hospital where individual clinician 

provides service
6 digits

hosp_afl_lbn_4 Hospital affiliation LBN 4 Legal business name of hospital where individual clinician 
provides service

70 string

hosp_afl_5 Hospital affiliation CCN 5 Medicare CCN of hospital where individual clinician 
provides service

6 digits

hosp_afl_lbn_5 Hospital affiliation LBN 5 Legal business name of hospital where individual clinician 
provides service

70 string

assgn Clinician accepts Medicare 
Assignment

Y = Clinician accepts Medicare approved amount as 
payment in full 
M = Clinician may accept Medicare Assignment

1 Y/M

PQRS Participating in PQRS This represents satisfactory participation in the Physician 
Quality Reporting System (PQRS). This is a voluntary 
Medicare program encouraging clinicians and groups  to 
report information on the recommended care they 
provide to patients. Medicare uses this information to 
give clinicians and groups performance scores.
Clinicians can participate in this program themselves, or 
they can participate as part of a group or Accountable 
Care Organization (ACO). Those who participated in this 
program in 2015 may have performance scores available 
on their Physician Compare profile page.

1 Y/blank

EHR Participating in EHR This represents successful participation in the Electronic 
Health Records (EHR) Incentive Program. This program 
encourages clinicians to use certified EHR technology. 
Using electronic health records helps clinicians make 
efficient, safe, and beneficial treatment decisions by 
having timely information about patient health. 

1 Y/blank

Medicare Assignment/ Participation
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Variable Label Variable Description Length Values
MHI Participated in Million Hearts This represents successful participation in Million 

Hearts®. This is a national initiative to prevent 1 million 
heart attacks and strokes by 2017. The initiative 
encourages clinicians to report and perform well on 
activities related to heart health. 

1 Y/blank
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Physician Compare 2015 Individual EP Public Reporting

Physician Quality Reporting System (PQRS) and Qualified Clinical Data Registry (QCDR) measure performance rates reported by clinicians.

Measures are listed in the downloadable file using technical titles as outlined by the PQRS/non-PQRS QCDR measure specifications. To make 
measures more understandable to users, measures shown on Physician Compare profile pages are written in plain language. A measures 
crosswalk showing both technical measure titles and plain language measure titles and descriptions can be found on the Physician Compare
Initiative page

 
. 

For the first time, 2015 non-PQRS QCDR clinician-level measures were available for public reporting on Physician Compare. QCDRs could report 
these measures on their own websites or they could elect to have the measures publicly reported on Physician Compare. All QCDR measures that 
met the statistical reporting standards are included in the downloadable file regardless of where they were publicly reported.

NOTE: Inverse measures that were published on the public-facing profile pages on Physician Compare were reverse-scored, so that a higher score 
is better to ensure accurate website user interpretation. The original score is what is included in the downloadable file for these measures.

Variable Name Variable Label Description Length Values
NPI NPI Unique clinician ID assigned by NPPES 10 digits
Ind_PAC_ID PAC ID Unique individual clinician ID assigned by PECOS 10 digits
lst_nm Last Name Individual clinician last name 35 string
frst_nm First Name Individual clinician first name 25 string
measure_ID Measure Identifier Components of measure ID: 

[program]_[reporting entity]_[measure number]_[stratum]; where 
program is defined as "PQRS" or "QCDR"; reporting entity is 
indicated as "EP" for clinician; measure number denotes the PQRS 
measure number or QCDR measure name abbreviation; and finally 
measures that only have a single stratum have a suffix of "_1".

20 string

measure_title Measure Title Technical measure title 250 string
invs_msr Inverse Measure Indicator for inverse measures 1 Y/N
prf_rate Measure Performance Rate Measure performance rate 3 numeric/blank

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/physician-compare-initiative/index.html
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/physician-compare-initiative/index.html
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Variable Name Variable Label Description Length Values
rpt_mech Reporting Mechanism Reporting mechanisms are defined as:

"CLM" for Claims; 
"REG" for Registry; and
"QCDR" for Qualified Clinical Data Registry reporting.

4 string

live_site_IND Reported on PC Live Site Indicator for whether or not the measure is reported on the 
Physician Compare live site (i.e., measures with an "N" value are 
only available in the downloadable dataset).

1 Y/N

https://www.medicare.gov/physiciancompare/
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Physician Compare 2015 Group Public Reporting

Physician Quality Reporting System (PQRS) measure performance rates reported by groups.

Measures are listed in the downloadable file using technical titles as outlined by the PQRS measure specifications. To make measures more understandable 
to users, measures shown on Physician Compare profile pages are written in plain language. A measures crosswalk showing both technical measure titles 
and plain language measure titles and descriptions can be found on the Physician Compare Initiative page. 

NOTE: Inverse measures that were published on the public-facing profile pages on Physician Compare were reverse-scored, so that a higher score is better 
to ensure accurate website user interpretation. The original score is what is included in the downloadable file for these measures.

Variable Name Variable Label Description Length Values
Org_nm Organization legal name or 

'doing business as' name
Name of the group, as it appears on Physician Compare 70 string

Org_PAC_ID Group PAC ID Unique Group ID assigned by PECOS to the group 10 digits
ST State State with all or a majority of the group's locations 2 string
PQRS Participating in PQRS This represents satisfactory participation in the Physician Quality Reporting 

System (PQRS). This is a voluntary Medicare program encouraging groups 
to report information on the recommended care they provide to patients. 
Medicare uses this information to give clinicians and groups performance 
scores.
Those who participated in this program in 2015 may have performance 
scores available on their Physician Compare profile page.

1 Y/blank

measure_ID Measure Identifier Components of measure ID: 
[program]_[reporting entity]_[measure number]_[stratum]; where
program is defined as "PQRS"; reporting entity is indicated as "GRP" for 
group; measure number denotes the PQRS measure number; and finally 
measures that only have a single stratum have a suffix of "_1".

20 string

measure_title Measure Title Technical measure title 250 string
invs_msr Inverse Measure Indicator for inverse measures 1 Y/N
prf_rate Measure Performance Rate Measure performance rate 3 numeric/blank
FN Footnote 1- Data are suppressed due to insufficient sample size.

2- No cases met the criteria for this measure.
3- Data were not satisfactorily reported.

1 1/2/3/blank

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/physician-compare-initiative/index.html
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Variable Name Variable Label Description Length Values
rpt_mech Reporting Mechanism Reporting mechanisms are defined as:

"WI" for Web Interface; and
"REG" for Registry.

3 string

live_site_IND Reported on PC Live Site Indicator for whether or not the measure is reported on the Physician 
Compare live site (i.e., measures with an "N" value are only available in the 
downloadable dataset).

1 Y/N

https://www.medicare.gov/physiciancompare/
https://www.medicare.gov/physiciancompare/
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Physician Compare 2015 Group Public Reporting - Patient Experience

Consumer Assessment of Healthcare Providers and Systems (CAHPS) for PQRS measure performance rates reported by groups.

Measures are listed in the downloadable file using technical titles as outlined by the PQRS measure specifications. To make measures more 
understandable to users, measures shown on Physician Compare profile pages are written in plain language. A measures crosswalk showing both technical 
measure titles and plain language measure titles and descriptions can be found on the Physician Compare Initiative page.

Variable Name Variable Label Description Length Values
Org_nm Organization legal name or 'doing 

business as' name
Name of the group, as it appears on Physician Compare 70 string

Org_PAC_ID Group PAC ID Unique Group ID assigned by PECOS to the group 10 digits
ST State State with all or a majority of the group's locations 2 string
measure_ID Measure Identifier Components of measure ID: 

[program]_[reporting entity]_[measure number]; where 
program is defined as "CAHPS"; reporting entity is defined as 
"GRP" for group; and measure number denotes the number 
assigned to each CAHPS for PQRS summary survey measure. 

20 string

measure_title Measure Title Technical measure title 250 string
prf_rate Measure Performance Rate Measure performance rate 3 numeric/blank
FN Footnote 8- Data are suppressed due to insufficient sample size or low 

reliability.
1 8/blank

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/physician-compare-initiative/index.html
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Additional Information

Information in the downloadable files do not match the information as displayed on the Physician Compare website exactly, because:

• Clinician website profiles represent all clinician-level details while the downloadable file observations are at the clinician-enrollment-address level. If a clinician 
has more than one enrollment, more than one address per enrollment, or both, the individual clinician will have multiple entries in the downloadable file. 
     o   This means that a single clinician may have different specialties and different credentials from each enrollment.
• The  downloadable physician demographic database focuses on clinicians and their practice locations. There is no group level reporting in the downloadable 
     o To evaluate demographic data at the group level, you can adjust this file to categorize by group affiliation.
• Clinician IDs (including the NPI, PECOS PAC ID, and PECOS enrollment ID) and group or hospital IDs (including PECOS PAC ID and Medicare CCN) are included in 
the downloadable file to help distinguish clinicians and groups or hospitals with similar names. These IDs also help identify individual clinicians who are affiliated 
• The marker of line 2 suppression means that there were multiple possible addresses for that clinician in the same building. If you need to find a mailing address 
for any entries with this flag, you may want to search for additional information like a suite number. 
•  Only Medicare data (PECOS and claims) are used in the downloadable file. All licensed data are excluded from this demographic dataset.
     o   There is no Board Certification information
     o   There is no residency data
• There are more measures represented in the downloadable performance scores files than on the live website. CMS decides which measures to publicly report 
on Physician Compare based on the published public reporting standards. Only those measures which are statistically valid, reliable, accurate, and comparable 
and resonate with website users are published on public-facing profile pages. If a measure meets all of the public reporting standards, except for the 
requirement that it resonates with users, it is added to the appropriate downloadable file, but is not included on the public-facing profile pages.
     o   For groups, 91 PQRS measures are published on their public-facing profile pages for program year 2015. Patient survey measures are also published for 
groups – specifically, 8 CAHPS for PQRS summary survey measures. An additional 21 PQRS measures are included in the downloadable file.
     o   For clinicians, 90 PQRS measures and 16 non-PQRS QCDR measures are published on their public-facing profile pages for program year 2015. An additional 
10 PQRS measures and 15 non-PQRS QCDR measures are included in the downloadable file.
• Please note that for inverse measures that appear on the live Physician Compare website, the performance rates were reverse-scored, so that a higher score is 
better to ensure accurate website user interpretation. The original score is what is included in the downloadable performance scores files for these measures.
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